
	

 
	



Baystate Member Appreciation BBQ 
July 14, 2018        By, Mark St. Germain 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
When I got on site Friday night, (I was late), most of the members 

camping were all set up and settled in.  It was nice to see so many there 
camping.  I threw up my tent and then settled in with everyone else.  I 
had a fire Friday night and some good conversation.  Of course, Mary 
was busy feeding everyone and trying to fatten Don and I up.  
 

Saturday morning came fast and it was time to go wheeling.  Four of 
us stayed on the property, while the rest went out on the Class VI 
roads.  It was one of those days that just went right.  The weather was 
perfect, the property was dry, and the rocks were still big.  We did all 
the blues and blacks in the morning, with Dave and Curtis in their rigs.  It 
was just a good, fun time.  After lunch, we parked their rigs and went to 
do a few reds.  Dave went with Kurt and Curtis came with me.  Once 
again, it was just a great time!  The traction was great and we covered a 
ton of ground fast.  



Saturday night was much of the same as Friday…Mary was feeding 
everyone, camp fire burning, and good conversations being had.  Then, 
the rain came.  It rained a lot, but didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits.  I think 
everyone was still around the fire, even in the rain. 
 

Sunday morning, we took a group of moderately built Jeeps out on 
the property so they could see what it's like out there.  We stayed on 
mostly Blues, (I may have made a wrong turn on to black once or twice).  
Everyone did great!  It was good to see more members enjoying the 
property.  As we were coming off the trails to the field, all I could see was 
a ton of Baystaters and Jeeps.  It was time for the BBQ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 We had about 30 Members show up for BBQ, a lot with family.  All 
together we had about 100 people under the tent.  It was a great turn 
out!  I met a lot of members I had not met yet or hadn’t seen in a long 
time.  The food was good, but the company was what made the day!     
 

  



 
 

Thank you to all the members that helped out and brought 
desserts to the BBQ.  Hopefully, next year we can do it again with 
even a bigger turnout! 

  



Black & Red Run NH 
August 18, 2018        By, Mark St. Germain 

 
The forecast was for rain, but everyone that said they were going 

showed up.  Don, Cassandra, Randy, and myself drove.  Adam rode with me 
and Ken rode with Don. 

 
The day was a BALL, tons of ball busting laughter.  We hit basically 

every black and red trail there.  We covered the property from one end to 
the other.  We watched Randy bounce the pretty white Jeep off trees and 
Don reshaped his front fender.  Everyone, I think, dragged their top across 
a tree or two.  I know my top is trashed. 

 
As for Adam, someone asked if he was getting out when I was in a 

stupid spot.  He grabbed the should belts and said, “If it rolls, I’m rolling 
too.”  Needless to say, we didn’t roll.  But he did twist my arm to do a LOT 
more stupid stuff that I wouldn’t usually do.  LOL.  I had a blast with you 
bud! 

 
Around 1pm, we went back to check out a trail not on the map.  It seems 

like a great trail!  But, once at the top, the sky was turning black.  So, we 
turned around and high tailed it back to the lot.  The sky opened up and it 
poured, soaking us all as we loaded up to head home. 

 
Despite the rain at the end, it was a great day with a great group of 

people!! 



Carol Gets a Lift — 
Her Jeep That Is! 

August 25, 2018       By, Kurt Klopp 
 
Following in Randy’s footsteps, Carol decided she wanted her Jeep to get lifted, 

too.  She’s got the Jeep sickness just like the rest of us!  She’s in good company. J 
 

 
For any wrenching done on a Jeep, or other vehicle, 
there are two products that are a MUST: (1) PB Blaster 
for loosening rusted or seized bolts and (2) Anti-Seize to 
coat every bolt being installed or re-installed.  You will 
thank yourself for slathering each bolt with Anti-Seize 
years down the road! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The lift install began at 9:15 am on Saturday, August 25, 2018.  Randy and I decided 
to start to installing the rear axle lift first, as a warm up.  The rear axle lift install is 
less complicated than doing the front install. 

 
 

 
 
 
Here’s Carol’s Jeep 
before the lift 
installation.  Note: 
As you can see, the 
tire to fender 
clearance doesn’t 
leave much space 
for axle flex. 
 
 
 

Before 

	



 
On the table (below) are all the new goodies to be installed during the lifting process. 

 
 

 

 

THE STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS 
 

Step 1 Jack up the rear 
end, remove the rear 
tires, and support the 
frame with jack 
stands.  Never 
support a vehicle 
with just a jack 
when wrenching.  
The vehicle needs to 
be supported by the 
frame, so the rear 
axle can droop down 
for the install of the new lift springs and bump stops.  Safety, Safety, Safety! 

From left to right: Coil springs, extended brake lines, rear track bar 
relocation bracket, front & rear bump stop extenders, rear sway bar 
links, longer shock absorbers, drag link with flip, heavy duty adjustable 
lower front lower control arms (CA’s), front axle track bar relocation 
bracket, and JKS quicker Disconnects. 
	



 
 
 

Step 2 Disconnect 
the rear sway bar 
links, rear track 
bar.  Droop the 
axle and out with 
the old rear 
shocks. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Always support 
brake calipers with 
bungees or other 
method.  Never 
hang them by just 
their brake hoses.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Step 3 With the track bar 
disconnected and the rear 
shock removed, the rear 
axle can be allowed to fully 
droop.  Then, the stock 
coil springs can come out.  
Be sure the rear brake 
hoses, axle breather vent 
hose, and rear e-brake 
cables are not stressed in 
the process.  Disconnect as 
needed. 

This photo also shows the shiny new rear bump stop 
extensions installed, too)! 
	



 
 
Step 4 Time to 
cut off part of the stock 
rear track bar bracket.  
An angle grinder with 
a cutting wheel makes 
quick work of the job.  
Safety glasses are a 
must! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Also, you 
need to 
use a flap 

wheel to clean any 
factory paint from 
areas of the rear 
axle that the new 
bracket needs to be 
welded to.   
 

 
Step 5 Once the rear track 
bar relocation bracket is 
bolted into place, the new 
bracket is needed to keep the 
rear track bar approximately 
parallel to the axle.  Then, 
once bolted into place, it’s 
time to also weld it in 
position for a secure 
installation.   

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

😎	
The new rear lift spring is installed, as well as the newly welded and painted rear track 
bar relocation bracket.  The new rear sway bar links and bump stop extender are 
visible, too.  The rear track bar bolt is loosely installed.  The rear track bar bolt 
shouldn’t be tightened until the weight is back on the rear suspension.  Otherwise, 
nasty squeaks may occur.  
	

vs. 

The stock rear sway 
bar link vs. the new 
rear sway bar link.  
This is needed so 
the rear sway bar 
can stay at a proper 
angle with the lift 
installed since the 
axle is farther from 
the rear sway bar 
now. 

The stock rear spring vs. the new 
rear spring spring. 
	 vs. 



The rear lift install is complete, minus the installation of the rear extended brake 
hoses.  We chose to do the installation of all the extended brake hoses, and bleeding 
of the brake system, to the end of the lift installation and do it all at once.  Time now 
10:30 am.  It took just 1 hour and 15 minutes to do the rear axle lift installation, 
minus extended brakes lines. 

 
 
 
Now, on to the front axle lift 
installation.  Left is a 
comparison of the new JKS 
Quicker Disconnects vs. the 
stock front sway bar links.  
The Quicker disconnects are 
adjustable so that the front 
sway bar can be set to an 
optimum horizontal position. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Speaking of the front axle lift, the EVO kit came with a new front axle drag link with a flip 
feature (below).  The flip allows the drag ling to be relocated higher than the stock drag link.  
This helps keep the drag link up and away from the rocks and other trail damage.  The stock 
adjustment coupler is visible in the lower left.  

vs. 

vs. 



 
Step 1 The EVO 
kit included a 
front track bar 
and steering 
stabilizer 
relocation 
bracket.  
Installation is a 
snap.  Simply bolt 
it into place.  No 
welding required. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Step 2 Time for the new longer 
front lift springs to go in.  Best 
to do the driver’s side first. 
Then the passenger side.  The 
order has to do with how the 
axle droops during 
installation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Step 3 Install the 
passenger side front spring.  
Again, note the brake 
caliper is supported by a 
bungee and not it’s 
hydraulic brake hose.  You 
don’t want to stress the 
Anti-Lock brake wiring 
either. 
 
 
 

 
Step 4 As shown above, hook up the track bar and the steering stabilizer to the 

new front track bark relocation bracket.  Again, do not tighten the front track 
bar bolt until the Jeep is supported by the front suspension.  Squeaks!  When 
installing the front steering stabilizer, be sure that the steering can fully move 
from steering stop to steering stop, with being limited by the steering stabilizer. 
Test, test, test! 

 



 
 
 

Here’s the 
steering stabilizer 
in final position, 
tested for any 
restriction in 
steering and 
tightened. 
 
 
 

Time to install the new heavy-duty adjustable Lower Control Arms (LCA’s).  
Adjustability is needed since adding lift springs changes the axle castor.  Adjustability 
is needed to correct the castor setting. 

 
Step 5 The new 
LCA’s get installed.  
It’s usually necessary 
to use a heavy-duty 
ratchet strap, or 
come-along, to pull 
the axle front back 
into position when 
installing them. 

vs. 

A comparison of the stock LCA’s and the new heavy-duty adjustable LCA’s.  
The new LCA’s are massive compared to the stock ones.  Note: The zerk fittings 
on the new LCA’s so each joint can be lubricated now.	
 



Above, the front end with new extended stainless brake lines, sway bar links, new heavy-duty 
flipped drag link, steering stabilizer, adjustable LCA’s all installed. 

Carol’s Jeep “floating” on jack 

stands while work is done.	



 
 

 
 

The rear axle lift installation completed, minus tire re-installation. 
	

A picture of all the stock stuff removed, now replaced with the EVO lift kit and JKS 
Quicker Disconnect sway bar links. 
	



 
Step 6 Back on it wheels, it’s time to tighten the front and rear track bars and 

adjust the drag link length so the steering wheel is straight.   
 
Time at complete finish was 3:50 PM. 
 

Step 7 The only trivial tasks remaining were a couple of quick test drives and 
adjustment of the front axle drag link so that the steering wheel was once again 
centered.  It took two test drives to get it dialed in to proper adjustment. 

 
Carol is now ready to tackle the trails!  Some 35’s may be in her future to fill those 
gaping wheel openings.  
 
 
	

 
 

 

Those wheel wells are just beckoning for bigger tires!	

😊	


